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The Parthenon by Frederic Edwin Church, 1871

This issue of Leonore looks ahead to the United States’ 250th anniversary, now less than one year away. 
Despite America’s weakened state today, the establishment of the United States was premised upon the best 
principles and ideas of Western civilization. The decision by our Founding Fathers to call this new nation a 
“republic” is an explicit reference to the Platonic concept of a society capable of self-government. Res pub-
lica, or “the public things,” gives a hint as to the view of mankind that this implied.

The American painter, Frederic Edwin Church, painted this depiction of the Athenian Parthenon after 
visiting Greece in 1869. Church, one of America’s most famous painters and a student of the Hudson River 
School, extensively studied Alexander von Humboldt’s drawings and writings, which inspired his own trip 
to South America, exemplifying the true international nature of the American experiment.

Mission Statement

It has become increasingly clear that the creative output of our orga-
nization is not only good, but vitally necessary for a successful upshift 
of humanity. We seek to incorporate art, science, and statecraft as a sin-
gle force of discovery, which is humanity’s true power and best defense 
against empire.

Under that direction, we want Leonore to be an organizing tool for the 
youth of the world. Pedagogies and polemics should be presented using 
LaRouche’s polemical method and will be organized according to a top-
down strategic intervention, giving special regard to insights into the 
axioms we encounter in political organizing.
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Join the Schiller Institute!

The Schiller Institute is committed to sparking a 
new, international Renaissance of classical humanist 
thinking. This in no way entails dry and academic 
issues, but vibrant, fresh, and controversial ideas 
which we believe are requisite in order to catalyze 
the types of creative discussion that will allow the 
human species to survive. Leonore is an expression of 
that, and you will find here contributions of art, sci-
ence, and statecraft which we hope will either agi-
tate or inspire you enough to join us.

So don’t just read these pages passively—partici-
pate! We have group readings, meetings, and confer-
ences, and are actively intervening into a world that 
has never needed these kinds of ideas more. Also, 
send us your responses to what you read at 
Leonore@SchillerInstitute.org—we just may publish 
them in the next issue.

Memberships to the Schiller Institute can be pur-
chased at the website below. All recurring members 
will receive an automatic subscription of Leonore. At 
the moment, Leonore is only a digital subscription, 
and an access link will be sent to your email when 
each new issue comes out.

Subscribe here:
S�illerInstitute.nationbuilder.com/
leonore                        Or use: 

Questions about subscriptions or 
memberships? Email us at: 
Leonore@SchillerInstitute.org

Ibykus: Leonore's Sister Publication in Germany!

Subscribe for the latest issue: 

“Politics as Art”

Ibykus is a journal of poetry, science, and 
statecraft, published in German. Leonore col-
laborates with Ibykus, and both seek to uplift 
and inspire the kind of creative passion 
which the world is urgently lacking.

Learn more and subscribe here:
www.eir.de/produkt-kategorie/ibykus-aus-
gaben/

http://SchillerInstitute.nationbuilder.com/leonore
http://SchillerInstitute.nationbuilder.com/leonore
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If you �erish liberty, how will you safe-
guard it? If you wish to pursue happiness, how 
can it be made to flourish? If you wish to rule 
yourself, what qualifies you?

While these questions burned in the minds of 
America’s Founding Fathers, few Americans to-
day will find answers to them discussed in the 
various events and celebrations accompanying 
the forthcoming ���th anniversary of America’s 
Declaration of Independence. A world of differ-
ence separates the “established” narrative of our 
revolution and subsequent foundation of a re-
publican government, from the actual records of 
the period.

In this issue, we focus on one of the least ap-
preciated aspects of our revolution against the 
British worldwide colonial system and its conti-
nuity of action whi� continues up to this day. 
�e international collaboration essential to our 
hard-fought success against the odds stret�ed 
ba� to its influences in Europe, through active, 
crucial contributions from abroad. In short, 
America’s War of Independence was as mu� an 

international revolution against empire as it was 
an “American” revolution, and it was only 
through su� an international conspiracy that it 
was accomplished. 

Additionally, support for America’s founda-
tional principles not only continued to expand 
afterwards, but inspired many other republican 
movements to establish newly-independent na-
tions around the world. Rediscovering these 
principles and the alliances they engendered is 
crucial to understand today as we strive still to 
overcome the arrogant destruction by the hold-
outs of oligar�ism.

In these pages, we can but indicate a process 
of extraordinary scope and quality. However, 
once you get an inkling of its true nature, and 
gain even a glimpse of the extraordinary men 
and women—many of them beginning in their 
teens and twenties—who led the fight for lib-
erty, the pursuit of happiness, and self-govern-
ment, you will begin to understand what that 
struggle requires of ea� of us today.

EDITORIAL

The International American 
Revolution for Humanity

– Editorial Board
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S�iller Institute 
founder Helga Zepp-
LaRou�e gave the 
keynote spee� open-
ing the Institute’s 
two-day international 
conference in Berlin, 
Germany, July ��, 
����. �e first panel 
was titled “�e Coop-
eration between the 
BRICS and Europe to 
Implement the Oasis 
Plan and Agenda 
���� for Africa.”

D ear confer-
ence partici-
pants, dear 

friends of the 
S�iller Institute, 
here onsite and ev-
erywhere in the 
world, wherever 
you may be 
wat�ing, dear 
friends of humanity!

We have gathered here because we want to show 
a way out of a highly threatening strategic situation 
and counteract widespread pessimism—indeed, fa-
talism. It is indeed possible to intervene in history, 
provided one has a good plan and can mobilize suf-
ficient forces to implement it! I would therefore like 
to preface our conference with this quote from 

Friedri� S�iller’s 
work on the “His-
tory of the Revolt of 
the Netherlands”:

“Great and com-
forting is the 
thought that, de-
spite the defiant 
presumptions of 
princely power, 
there is still a rem-
edy available, that 
their most calcu-
lated plans will be 
brought to shame by 
human freedom, 
that hearty resis-
tance can bend even 
the outstret�ed 
arm of a despot, that 
heroic perseverance 
can finally exhaust 
his terrible re-
sources.” Let us 
give a “new and ir-
refutable example 

of what people can dare to do for a good cause and 
what they can a�ieve through unity.”

To do this, however, we must first wake our con-
temporaries from their apparent sleepwalking, into 
whi� they seem to have fallen, especially here in 
Germany. �e world has never been closer to a point 
of no return, to a potential end-point in history, 
where the final catastrophe of a global nuclear war 

World War Three or a New 
Global Security and 

Development Architecture?

By Helga Zepp-LaRouche

Helga Zepp-LaRou�e, founder and leader of the S�iller Institute, delivers the keynote 
address to Panel One of the July ��-�� S�iller Institute conference in Berlin, Germany. 
Credit: S�iller Institute/Jason Ross

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwFJdmWeCEo&t=23m00s
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becomes inevitable.
In many of his works, Friedri� S�iller used the 

term punctum saliens, whi� in drama and history de-
scribes the moment when everything starts moving 
inexorably. In his “Fourth Letter on Don Carlos,” he 
writes: “Every action has its punctum saliens, where 
it leaps from possibility into reality.” In relation to 
history, we can pinpoint these points of no return—
when, for example, it was too late to prevent World 
War I or World War II. In relation to the immediate 
future, however, manifold uncertainties cloud this 
insight—when it becomes certain that a third, and 
this time final, global war, this time a nuclear war, 
will break out, it will be too late. Humanity, and 
with it our history, will be wiped out.

Collapse of the World Order

We are currently witnessing the collapse of the 
world order as it emerged after World War II and 
then again in a modified form after the end of the 
Cold War. One of the most significant milestones in 
this development was on August ��, ����, when 

United States President [Ri�ard] Nixon embarked 
on the fatal path of deregulated monetarism with the 
introduction of flexible ex�ange rates, the conse-
quences of whi� Lyndon LaRou�e prophetically 
predicted would lead to a new depression, a new 
fascism, and a new world war, unless a completely 
new world economic system was created in time. 
�at is exactly where we stand today!

To understand how we could have arrived at this 
point only �� years after German reunification, let us 
take a look ba�. For a brief period between the fall 
of the Berlin Wall and reunification, we experienced 
a golden age for humanity, one of those rare mo-
ments in history when the course can be completely 
reset: �e former U.S. ambassador to Moscow, Ja� 
Matlo�, emphasized at a recent conference of the 
S�iller Institute, that even before its dissolution in 
����, the Soviet Union no longer posed a threat; so 
there was no longer any enemy. It would therefore 
have been entirely possible to establish a new peace 
order for the ��st Century with the end of the Cold 
War. Lyndon LaRou�e initially proposed the eco-
nomic basis for this peace order with his “Productive 
Triangle Paris-Berlin-Vienna” program and then 
with the Eurasian Land Bridge. At that time, we 
fought for our right to sovereignty, whi� is also en-
shrined in the Two Plus Four Treaty on [the reunifi-
cation of] Germany, but we have been completely 
�eated of this sovereignty, not only in the new fed-
eral states, but in Germany as a whole!

U.S., Russian, German, British, and Fren� docu-
ments that have since been declassified and are now 
available in the U.S. National Ar�ives, the State De-
partment, Pentagon, presidential libraries, and vari-
ous national ar�ives and university libraries, prove 
not one, but a veritable flood of security promises 
against NATO’s eastward expansion that were made 
to [Soviet President Mikhail] Gorba�ev and [Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard] Shevardnadze by [U.S. 
Secretary of State James] Baker , [U.S. President 
George H.W.] Bush, [German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietri�] Gens�er, [German Chancellor Hel-
mut] Kohl, [Fren� President François] Mitterrand, 
[British Prime Minister Margaret] �at�er, [British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas] Hurd, [British Prime 
Minister John] Major, and [NATO Secretary General 
Manfred] Wörner.

�ese documents clearly show that the promise 
not to expand NATO one in� to the east was so cen-
tral that the Russian complaints of having been de-
ceived are absolutely justified.

Bust of Poet of Freedom, Friedri� S�iller. Credit: Philip 
Ulanowsky 

https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1990/eirv17n31-19900803/eirv17n31-19900803_031-the_economic_geography_of_europe.pdf
https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/1990/eirv17n31-19900803/eirv17n31-19900803_031-the_economic_geography_of_europe.pdf
https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2001/eirv28n28-20010727/eirv28n28-20010727_049-productive_triangle_to_eurasian.pdf


�e Zayed Centre hosts Lyndon H. LaRou�e in Abu Dhabi, UAE, ����. Credit: EIRNS

http://eirns.com


 Protesters gather at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, November ����. Credit: Shiraz Chakera.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/03/29/world/europe/us-ukraine-military-war-wiesbaden.html?unlocked_article_code=1.9k4.e1eI.-jFp8AXFT9zH&smid=url-share
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Is Germany Expendable?

We are part of a military alliance with NATO in 
whi� Germany’s survival is not a priority. On No-
vember ��, ����, Admiral �omas Bu�anan of U.S. 
STRATCOM stated at an event in Washington titled, 
“Report Laun�: Project Atom ����,” hosted by the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), 
that the U.S. would be prepared to engage in a nu-
clear ex�ange if U.S. global leadership were at 
stake. His only reservation was that the U.S. should 
ensure that it retained enough nuclear weapons to 
maintain U.S. hegemony afterwards. 

Admiral Bu�anan’s remarks were not a slip of 
the tongue; they were ba�ed up by the “Nuclear 
Posture Review” (NPR) ����, in whi� President 
Biden (or whoever was in �arge in the final years of 
the Biden administration) reserves the right to use 
nuclear weapons preemptively if the “vital interests” 
of the U.S. or its allies are threatened, although 
renowned experts su� as Dr. Ted Postol [professor 
emeritus of Science, Te�nology and International 
Security at MIT], as well as participants in NATO 
maneuvers, point out that Germany’s survival 
would not be taken into account in an emergency. 

Otherwise, Bu�anan’s view that tactical nuclear 
wars can take place and be won is pure fantasy. Pos-
tol has convincingly demonstrated why su� a “lim-
ited” use would lead to the use of all nuclear 
weapons. Incidentally, just one day after Bu�anan’s 
lecture, Putin demonstrated with the deployment of 
the first Oreshnik hypersonic missile in Dnipro 
[Ukraine] that Russia now has a non-nuclear 
weapon—using kinetic energy alone, due to its high 
speed (up to Ma� ��-��)—against whi� there is no 
defense system, while Karp and Milley’s predictions 
at that time had not been proven true on the battle-
field.

It is inconceivable: Only �� years after the col-
lapse of National Socialism in Germany and the end 
of World War II, and under the impression of the ru-
ins, the then-quite-serious “Never again!” slogan, 
this country is to be made “warlike” again at all lev-
els of society. And the most frightening thing about 
this is that a large part of German society either 
seems to have accepted the narrative spread by the 
mainstream media about the reasons for this, or feels 
paralyzed. Between the EU’s “ReArm Europe” pro-
gram and the so-called “defense and resilience 
clause” (also known as “security and defense excep-

tions”), whi� is a kind of enabling act, we are now 
on the path to an arms race that allows unlimited 
borrowing for defense spending. 

In doing so, the existential interests of the Ger-
man people, whom all members of the government 
have sworn in an oath of office to protect from harm, 
are being completely sacrificed on the altar of trans-
Atlantic subservience.

�e purpose of our conference is to show a way 
out of this impasse. We must put a new global secu-
rity and development ar�itecture on the agenda in 
good time; one that takes into account the security 
and economic interests of all states on this planet. 
And this is absolutely possible, because the geopo-
litical view that one absolutely needs an enemy has 
long since found an alternative. �e attempt to es-
tablish a unipolar world order has suffered a major 
setba� for some time now, because, after ��� years 
of colonialism, the nations of the Global South were 
by no means prepared to submit to a unipolar world 
order. �e experience of unilateral sanctions im-
posed on many states, the utilization of the dollar as 
a weapon, credit and trade conditions perceived as 
unfair, and mu� more, all contributed to activating 
the spirit of Bandung, a milestone in the history of 
the Non-Aligned Movement.

China’s unprecedented economic rise, whi� 
lifted ��� million of its citizens out of poverty in 
around �� years and eliminated extreme poverty by 
the end of ����—considered unprecedented in the 
history of global poverty reduction—as well as 
China’s meteoric rise in science and te�nology—
whi�, according to the Australian think tank ASPI, 
has made it the world leader in �� of �� cutting-edge 
te�nologies—has made it the primary threat in the 
eyes of Anglo-American neocons, but has proven to 
be a true blessing for the countries of the Global 
South. 

Since President Xi Jinping declared the New Silk 
Road to be China’s official policy in ����, a program 
that had a great affinity with our Eurasian Land 
Bridge of ���� and is increasingly converging with 
our World Land-Bridge program of ����, China is 
now working with almost ��� nations on the Belt 
and Road Initiative. China had a trade volume with 
the countries of the Global South of approximately 
€�.� trillion in ����, and even that is only a fraction 
of the potential of the projects that have been 
started.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fndb34j_DA
https://store.larouchepub.com/New-Silk-Road-p/eipsp-2014-1.htm
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Rise of the BRICS

�e BRICS, whi� now includes ten member states 
and ten partners representing more than half of hu-
manity, have just concluded [on July �] their annual 
summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. And all speakers, in-
cluding many from guest countries, enthusiastically 
and firmly expressed their intention to build a just 
economic system that offers all participating nations 
the prospect of finally overcoming poverty, building 
their economies, and developing health and educa-
tion systems, and to participate in the scientific and 
te�nological progress of humanity on the basis of di-
vision of labor and equality. �e BRICS explicitly do 
not see themselves as an alternative to NATO, and 
certainly not as a bloc; they are open to cooperation 
with all countries of the world. So, President Trump 
is wrong when he claims that the BRICS were 
founded to harm the U.S.; they were founded to over-
come the underdevelopment of the Global Majority!

Don’t believe a word you read in the Western me-
dia about the BRICS! Supposedly they are divided, 
because Xi and Putin did not participate in the latest 
summit, and the momentum has been lost. �e oppo-
site is true: Although all BRICS countries are under 
enormous pressure and are responding to this pres-
sure in very different ways, the trend toward a new 
era for humanity is unstoppable. �e nations of the 
Global South are determined to realize their right to 

equal economic development, to no longer be suppli-
ers of raw materials, but to build up the value �ain 
in their own countries, develop industry and agricul-
ture, and become middle-income countries in the 
near future.

�e S�iller Institute has prepared a study for this 
conference, currently in progress, on how Europe, to-
gether with China and other BRICS countries, can 
support the countries of Africa and Southwest Asia; 
in particular through joint ventures in this develop-
ment. We have initially focused on the three key 
countries, Germany, France, and Italy, with the other 
countries to follow, in order to show that su� coop-
eration not only helps Africa and the Middle East, 
but that these joint ventures can also become the 
driving force for overcoming the deep economic cri-
sis in whi� Europe’s economy currently finds itself. 

Instead of pouring trillions of euros into rearma-
ment, whi� destroys productive capacity from the 
point of view of the real economy, we should join 
forces with China to invest in areas that have always 
been at the forefront of successful industrialization: 
widespread energy production and distribution; ba-
sic continental infrastructure; and, beyond that, in-
vestment in some so-called “game �anger” projects, 
su� as the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, whi� 
is a showcase for Africa-Europe-China cooperation 
that addresses two of the most pressing issues—wa-
ter and electricity; furthermore, the Transaqua 

���� BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in July. Credit: �e Office of the Prime Minister of India

https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2013/eirv40n01-20130104/43-45_4001.pdf
https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2011/eirv38n28-20110722/31-36_3828.pdf
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Project, whi� enables water management, hy-
dropower, transportation, and agro-industrial devel-
opment projects for �� countries in the heart of 
Africa; and finally the Grand Inga Hydroelectric 
Project, whi� will generate more than a third of the 
electricity currently produced in all of Africa.

Despite the economic crisis, European countries 
still have the scientific and te�nological know-how 
that is urgently needed in Africa. Europe is gaining 
growing markets from increasingly wealthy cus-
tomers, and is resolving the refugee crisis in the only 
humane way possible—by creating good reasons for 
young people in particular to stay in their own coun-
tries, rather than drowning in the Mediterranean or 
vegetating in camps that Pope Francis has described 
as concentration camps.

For Southwest Asia, we propose the Oasis Plan, 
whi� begins with canals between the Mediter-
ranean, Red, and Dead Seas; the desalination of large 
quantities of seawater for desert irrigation; and ulti-
mately the greening and economic development of 
all of Southwest Asia as the center of the ancient Silk 
Road between Asia, Africa, and Europe. Here, too, 
cooperation between China and other BRICS coun-
tries with Europe and the countries of the region can 
implement the mandate of Pope Paul VI, “�e new 
name for peace is development.” Pope Leo also 
speaks of “development as a weapon” for lasting 
peace in the region.

Today’s conference of the S�iller Institute is the 
start of a campaign throughout Europe, Africa, and 
Asia to implement this program of joint ventures as 
a motor for overcoming the economic crisis, and as a 
prospect for peace. And I am particularly pleased 
that we have gained the cooperation of the Chinese 
Academy of Contemporary China and World Stud-
ies (ACCWS), whose vice president, Daqi Fan, will 
address us in a video message.

�is type of cooperation to solve the most press-
ing problems facing humanity also corresponds to 
the mindset we need to put a new global security 
and development ar�itecture on the agenda, one 
that takes into account the interests of every country 
on Earth. Only by realizing su� a new paradigm in 
international relations can we escape the conse-
quences of the far-rea�ing collapse of international 
law and international relations, whi� has resulted 
from the toleration of genocide in Gaza and the re-
cent atta�s on Iran; namely, a general descent into 
anar�y.

A Punctum Saliens in History

We have rea�ed a real punctum saliens in history, 
but nothing could be further from S�iller’s reason-
ing than to understand this term fatalistically; quite 
the contrary. Very early on, in his Philosophical Let-
ters, “Julius to Raphael,” he wrote in ����: “�ere is a 
certain punctum saliens of reason, where all concepts 
are reversed, where the soul flies beyond the data of 
the senses….” It is the moment of transition from fear 
to freedom.

I, and probably many other people, have often 
asked myself how the German people, who have pro-
duced so many outstanding poets, thinkers, and in-
ventors, could allow themselves to be deprived of 
their sovereignty in this way. S�iller showed the 
way out with his concept of the “sublime.” In “On the 
Sublime” (����), he writes: “�ere is a critical point 
where the power of nature oppresses the spirit just 
enough that it saves itself with a sudden leap into the 
sphere of freedom.” �is moment is the punctum 
saliens, in whi� man struggles out of paralyzing fear 
to moral self-assertion.

�roughout his life’s work, S�iller grappled with 
this question of the sublime, of how man learns to act 
greater than circumstances seem to allow him to, 
through aesthetic education. In a letter to Goethe on 
January �, ����, he wrote: “�ere is a punctum saliens
in every art where the me�anical is transformed into 
the free, and this point must be found by genius.” 
And in “On Grace and Dignity,” he says that humans 
show dignity when they find the decisive moment of 
self-control in the conflict between duty and inclina-
tion. �e punctum saliens is the revolutionary moment 
in history when we realize our humanity.

We will therefore do everything in our power to 
honor our namesake and prove ourselves worthy of 
the beautiful image he had of humanity: I would like 
to conclude with a few lines from his fragment called 
“German Greatness”:

�at is not the German greatness
Conquering with the sword,
To penetrate the realm of spirit
To struggle manfully with delusion,
�at is worthy of his zeal.
…

He has a�ieved a greater victory,
He who wielded the lightning of truth,
He who freed the spirits themselves. 
To fight for the freedom of reason
Means advocating for all peoples,
Worthy for eternity.

https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2011/eirv38n28-20110722/31-36_3828.pdf
https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2023/eirv50n37-20230922/eirv50n37-20230922_020-springboard_into_the_future_the.pdf
https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2023/eirv50n37-20230922/eirv50n37-20230922_020-springboard_into_the_future_the.pdf
https://schillerinstitute.com/oasis-plan-concepts/
https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/11/30/ten-principles-of-a-new-international-security-and-development-architecture/
https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2022/11/30/ten-principles-of-a-new-international-security-and-development-architecture/

